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An illustrated Glossary for the Pluriverse aims for greater participation in co-creating
Pluriversal worlds that resist injustices and promote well-being and living in harmony with
nature. A-Z entries will capture different stances and ideas as “thinking tools”-- such as
the scientific “Anthropocene” and the post-structural “Anti-Politics Machine” to “Diffuse
Design”; “Commoning” and “Pachamama” as existing pathways; the “Networked Society”
representing our globally internet connected world; the “Pluriverse” itself; “Theory U” as
one pathway; “Zoonotic disease” as a challenge. These terms reflect different
epistemological and ontological stances; they arise in thought-provoking and dense
academic works, post-development dictionaries, and social movement manifestos. Some
are transdisciplinary, solution-seeking approaches. Many capture viewpoints of poststructuralist and post-colonial scholars (esp. from the Global South) who have been
challenging hegemonic ideas of “Development” (even the optimistic UN “SDGs”). To start,
this new glossary will offer short, accessible paragraphs in everyday English with
illustrations such as diagrams (Panarchy cycle) and scenes of nightmarish landscapes
(petrochemical complexes of southern Louisiana), as well as Pluriversal realities.
Pluriverse, post-structural, transdisciplinary, Coffee Time
Great. Thank you. I am just going to take a few minutes to share a project and a little bit about me. This
has been an incredible day and an incredible conference that started with Leslie’s concept six months
ago, and thanks to everybody for making this happen.
My concept, when I submitted an abstract, was we need to define all these things, and the review
committee gracefully got back to me and said yes, and you should read more. So, I have been reading
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and that is the photo of a stack of books on my desk, underlined by the Oxford English Dictionary -because I am an analog person. Arturo Escobar’s Designs for the Pluriverse, Knowledges which
communicates Australian indigenous knowledge systems and forms of science, Lily Irani's book on
entrepreneurship in India, The Anti-Politics Machine by James Ferguson, A Post Development Dictionary
Pluriverse Edition by several scholars; and a whole bunch of other titles in there, Emergent Strategy at
the top (which actually came up in the chat box several times), Theory U and the Ecotopia Lexicon. That
is just the short stack that would fit. I am a scholar. I am a social scientist. I am trained as an engineer,
but none of that worked for me so I am constantly trying to figure out what my discipline is. I call myself
transdisciplinary.
I am thinking the project for a Glossary was a way to communicate in ordinary English the kinds of
concepts we are talking about: what is a pluriverse, what is knowledge? I will just say there is an A to Z
list, and you could read my abstract, which is on the program website. It starts with “Anthropocene”,
“Anti-Politics Machine”. Let me look at some of the terms … “Commoning”, “Pachamama”,
“Development” --which is something I have been teaching on for a while --, and all the way to “zoonotic
diseases”. So, I think we need a glossary.
I am inviting people to come in, to work on this together, and figure out what it is that we want to say
and how to communicate, and to whom. So obviously I am speaking in English, I have spent a lot of time
speaking in other languages, and I know that language is essential. I really appreciate
Jayasri’s presentation.
Here is a collage of images (in Figure 1); let me walk through it:

Figure 1: Photo Collage for “Glossary of the Pluriverse” coffee-time presentation

In the top left is an image of a sign with the quote “You deserve to be here” found in New Orleans, LA,
thanks to Rafe Steinhauer—we found in on a walk during the Fast 48 workshop in spring 2020
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In the top middle, a scene from a second line in New Orleans, February 2020 we hope to be able to do
these again.
In the top right, is another sign in New Orleans saying, “World’s End: Other Worlds Possible”. It is just
around the block from me as I go for a walk.
In the middle is an art piece sent to me by Shabu Mwangi, an artist of Viwandani, showing people of
Kibera and Mathari in Nairobi masked during COVID-19.
In the bottom left, is a loaf of bread baked by my son, who is in the UK, during the COVID epidemic. He’s
never baked before, and now he is sharing bread.
In the middle is a photo from a climate change protest led by Extinction Rebellion, called Climate Action,
that I attended in New Orleans last year. Climate is a huge issue.
In the left middle are books on a desk that inspired the glossary for the Pluriverse.
Andin the bottom right is the cover of one of the books that I was encouraged to read— “Constructing
the Pluriverse” by Walter Mignolo and others.
The point of this is …. The Pluriverse is with us already, if we can start to open our eyes and see it.
A Glossary will be a way to help people recognize that, and to highlight the good things are happening in
the midst of all the bad things.
Please get in touch with me. I want to open this up for questions to see where this goes.
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